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Joint Statement
Third BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture
(09 April 2025, Kathmandu, Nepal)

We, the Ministers responsible for Agriculture of the Member States of the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), namely, the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh; the Kingdom of Bhutan; the Republic of India; the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar; Nepal; the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka; and the
Kingdom of Thailand, met in Kathmandu, Nepal on 09 April 2025, and

Recalling the directives of Leaders at the Sixth BIMSTEC Summit which stress on
implementation of the Plan of Action on Strengthening BIMSTEC Agricultural Cooperation
(2023-2027), as adopted by the Second BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture;

Further Recalling the directives of Leaders at the Sixth BIMSTEC Summit to enhance
cooperation in sustainable use in fisheries and livestock, and their entire supply chain, and use
of science and technology such as precision farming, which has a great potential to make a
significant contribution towards ensuring food security and improving livelihoods of people in
our region;

Acknowledging the crucial role of agriculture in our region’s development and its significant
contribution in achieving sustainable economic growth, poverty alleviation, rural employment,
and food security and nutrition and well-being of our people;

Recognizing the need to deepen cooperation in the agriculture sector to build more resilient
food systems and to achieve Sustainable Development Goals through sharing of knowledge
and best practices, which contribute to enhancing food security and nutrition, productivity and
resilience;

Welcoming the establishment of the BIMSTEC Expert Group on Fisheries and Livestock, and
the outcome of its first Meeting, including finalization of its Terms of Reference and Plan of
Action on Fisheries and Livestock Cooperation.

Commending the work of Expert Group on Agricultural Cooperation towards implementation
of the Plan of Action on Strengthening BIMSTEC Agricultural Cooperation (2023-2027);
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Hereby decide to:

1.

Take note of the progress being made in agricultural cooperation and urge the relevant
national authorities to intensify their efforts towards implementation of the “Plan of
Action on Strengthening BIMSTEC Agricultural Cooperation (2023-2027)”, in a
timely and effective manner.

Adopt the Plan of Action on BIMSTEC Fisheries and Livestock Cooperation, which is
a living document and outlines a comprehensive framework to revitalize the fisheries
and livestock sector, and encourage Member States to implement it earnestly.

Take note of the importance of the proposal for establishment of BIMSTEC Food
Reserve, and, in this regard, urge the Expert Group on Agricultural Cooperation to
elaborate appropriate pathways for realization of BIMSTEC Food Reserve.

Call upon the Member States to share information as appropriate to create an online
database on the BIMSTEC Website for storing and sharing information on agricultural
production, trade and investment opportunities, enabling enhanced regional
cooperation.

Appreciate the continued support of India by providing fully-funded BIMSTEC
Scholarships for Masters and Ph.D Programmes in Agriculture and invite other Member
States to offer Scholarships to students from the BIMSTEC Member States to pursue
Masters or Ph.D Programmes at their leading Agricultural Universities/Institutes.

Emphasize the need to follow up regularly on the progress in regional cooperation in
vital agriculture and allied sectors and reiterate our decision to convene the BIMSTEC
Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture once in two years and task the Secretariat to
coordinate with the Member States to finalize the date and venue of the Fourth
BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture.

Approve the Report of the 3™ BIMSTEC Senior Officials’ Meeting held on 08 April
2025 in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the Government of Nepal for hosting
the 3" BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and for their warm hospitality
and excellent arrangements throughout the Meeting.

Express thanks to the BIMSTEC Secretary General and his team at the Secretariat for
their support in making the Meeting successful.
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